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by Eleanor Lowen | Community News Service 
 
Northeast Kingdom residents may have heard 

about pollinator decline.  There are new threats 
that can seriously hurt bees, such as Varroa 
destructor mites and pesticides.  However, farmed 
honeybees are not in any danger of going extinct, 
thanks in part to the efforts of beekeeping 
associations like the Brownington Beekeepers.  

 Beekeeping associations play a big role in 
teaching aspiring beekeepers how to cope with the 
new challenges of beekeeping.  

“The main mission would be mentoring new 
beekeepers and the sharing of new research and 
practices for established beekeepers,” Garret 
Thibault, who currently runs the Brownington 
Beekeepers, said. 

“One of the biggest issues is the Varroa mite,” 
Brooke Decker, pollinator health specialist and 
state apiculturist with the Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture, Food, and Markets, said.  Varroa 
mites are an invasive species from Asia.  

“The Varroa mite transmits viruses to the 
honeybee just like ticks transmit diseases, 
pathogens to humans,” she said.  

Thibault agrees that Varroa mites are a 
serious issue.  He said there were two main 
problems.  First, the mites “are a vector for 
disease,” and second, “as they’re feeding off the 
bees they’re reducing their immune system.”  
They can kill large percentages of a hive, 
especially if left untreated.  

Still, with proper management, threats such 
as Varroa destructor mites can be handled, and 
bee populations can thrive.  

 “Honeybees are facing huge issues, but 
because they’re a managed population, the actual 
numbers of colonies in the country is on the rise,” 
Ms. Decker said. “They’re like livestock, because 
humans take care of them and can make sure they 
survive despite Varroa destructor mites and other 
issues. They’re far from being extinct or 

something like that.  They’re not going to 
disappear off the face of the planet.” 

 Mr. Thibault agrees.  
“We’re not going to lose bees,” he said. “That 

wasn’t ever a question, that we’re going to lose 
bees, because you can grow bees extremely fast.” 

 Even though honeybees are not in danger of 
going extinct, concerned citizens might still want 
to help them.  However, Ms. Decker warns that 
there are right and wrong ways to try to help the 
bees.  

 “People want to help save the bees by getting 
a beehive and then they’ll leave it in the backyard 
and not manage it well,” said Ms. Decker. This is 
a problem, because “if you’re not keeping healthy 
honeybees, your neighbor might get a disease 
from your bees.” 

Ms. Decker has some ideas of how people can 
actually help the bees.  

“The best thing to do if you want to help save 
the bees actually would be to buy honey from a 

local beekeeper,” she said. “Another great way to 
help the bees is to plant flowers.” 

 The Brownington Beekeepers work to 
increase awareness about the role and health of 
honeybees in the region.  They organize school 
field trips to the Old Stone House, and make 
pollinator-friendly seeds available for free through 
the Barton library, according to Cindy Delano, 
who founded the club. 

 Ms. Decker is not sure how much the issues 
harming honeybees are also harming native, wild 
bees.  She said honeybee health might be able to 
indicate how well wild bees are doing.  

“It might be a stretch, but it could be like the 
canary in the coal mine type thing,” she said.  

 There are over 400 native bee species in 
Vermont, so there are likely some differences in 
how different species of native bees react to 
different stressors.  Bumblebees can catch 
honeybee diseases, but it is not clear what effect 
those diseases have on them.  

“I don’t think there’s been a lot of studies that 
actually show a negative effect on the 
bumblebees,” said Ms. Decker.  

 Both Mr. Thibault and Ms. Delano expressed 
a deep interest in bees. 

“These are really interesting animals. They 
have quite a complex social structure,” Mr. 
Thibault said. “They communicate where floral 
sources have high nectar value or high pollen 
value. They’ll do a dance.” 

“I’m awed at the organization of the colonies, 
the colonization, the building of community that 
bees do,” Ms. Delano said. She said it was love of 
bees that led her to start the club, and a 
community of her own. 
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Brownington Beekeepers aim to educate

 Commonplace, LLC 

 “Align and grow in our Community”  
159 MAIN STREET, DERBY LINE, VT 

Commonplace has individual office space to 
rent, meeting rooms to accommodate group 
needs, a yoga studio, on-site staff break 
room, high speed internet, guest Wifi, 
handicap parking and entrance. The 
grounds host expansive potential with your 
creative mind like outdoor events under our 
tent for yoga, meetings, meditation 
practices, etc. Bring your business ideas, 
rent a space, and grow with our community 
at Commonplace. We are located on Main 
Street Derby Line across from Baxter Park 
with a beautiful view of Owl’s Head, ski 
resort in Canada.  
 

CURRENTLY  
AT COMMONPLACE  

 Meet April Bodette: Owner and founder of 
Commonplace, April is a licensed Mental 
Health Counselor working with children and 
families. Her passion for children’s wellness 
inspired her to expand with Commonplace to 
create a comfortable and safe environment for 
individuals and families.  
 
Meet Alicia Houghton: Owner of 
Earthbound Wellness, LLC recently decided to 
dedicate her career to helping others find 
peace, tranquility, and healing through 
alternative modalities. Currently offering Reiki, 
Alicia continues her education to expand her 
knowledge and services

 Contact info: 1(802) 323-6428 or aprilmconley802@gmail.com

Saturday, June 18 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Light refreshments.

 FREE YOGA CLASSES  
10 a.m. GENTLE FLOW 

1 p.m. VINYASA 

OPEN 
HOUSE

802-487-9902 www.hearingcenterofvt.com

5452 U.S. Route 5, Unit F, Newport, VT 05855
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back!

Heidi Eichenberger, BA, LHAS, COCH, BC-HIS

Hearing Center of Vermont

FREE
HEARING
TEST
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
THE HEARING CENTER OF

VERMONT WILL BE OPEN BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY.

This measure is to ensure the safety of 
our senior population. As usual, we will
try  to accommodate all those in need.

Stay healthy, stay safe!

A bee at work in Newport. 
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