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Historical Resources

Books:
Free Hand Brushstroke Walls:
Coffin, Margaret., Borders and Scrolls, Early American Brush-Stroke Wall Painting,

Albany Institute of Art:1986

Stenciled Walls:
Brown, Anne Eckert. American Wall Stenciling 1790-1840, University Press of New

England: 2003.
Waring,Janet, Early American Stencils on Walls and Furniture; New York, Dover

Publications:1968.

Wall Murals:
Allen, Edward B., Early American Wall Paintings 1710-1850, New Haven: Yale

University Press, 1926.
Lefko, Linda & Radcliffe, Jane, Folk Art Murals of the Rufus Porter School, Schiffer

2011.
Lipman, Jean. American Primitive Painting. London/New York: Oxford University

Press,1942.
Lipman, Jean. Rufus Porter Rediscovered: Artist, Inventor, Journalist, 1792-1884. New

York: Clarkson N.    Potter , Inc., 1980
Lipman, Jean. Rufus Porter Yankee Pioneer, N.Y. Clarkson N. Potter Inc., 1968.
Little, Nina Fletcher, American Decorative Wall Paintings 1700-1850, E.P. Dutton &

Co. , N.Y.1972
McGrath, Robert L. Early Vermont Wall Paintings 1790-1850. University Press of New

England. Hanover, NH. 1972

Periodicals:
Baer, Shirley S. “The Joshua Eaton House(Part 1: The Parlor with Murals Attributed to

Rufus Porter,” The Decorator, Vol. 54 No.2 Spring 2000. Journal of the Society of
Early American Decoration: 25-28.

Baer, Shirley S.  (Part 2: A Second Mural, Stenciling and Graining) The Decorator, Vol.
55 No.1 Fall 2000. Journal of the Society of Early American Decoration: 26-31.

Baer, Shirley S. “Rufus Porter Murals in East Derry,NH”. The Decorator, Vol. 53 No.2
Spring 1999. Journal of the Society of Early American Decoration:4-8

Baer, Shirly S. “Rufus Porter Murals in East Derry,NH Part 2”. The Decorator, Vol. 54
No.2    Fall, 1999. Journal of the Society of Early American Decoration: 26-28.

Beard, Christine. “House Painter,” The Boston Globe, Your Home, Special Section.
October  1, 1995 80-81, 90-92
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Goodwillie, Christian. “Images from a Restless Mind,” Early American Life, April
2006: 32-43

Handler, Mimi. “Scenery on Walls,” Early American Life 22 # 4 (August 1991): 54-63
Karr, Louise. “Old Westwood Murals”, The Magazine Antiques. (April, 1926): 231-236
Lefko, Linda.  “Pictures on Plaster” Early American Life “decorates” 2002: 50-57
Lefko, Linda. “Painting a ModernMural” Early American Life “Decorates” 2002: 58-65
Lipman, Jean. “The Rediscovery of Rufus Porter,” The Magazine Antiques, January
1981:204-211
Porter, Rufus, Scientific American, Volume 1, Jan. 29, 1845 - “Painting in opaque
watercolors” and   Numbers 21-30 -“Landscape Painting on Walls of Rooms”
February 5, 1846-April 9, 1846.

Organizational Resources
Center for Painted Wall Preservation www.pwpcenter.org Organization dedicated
to the preservation and documentation of painted plaster from 1790-1860. Register
on the website for a monthly e-newsletter. Organization registers murals on their
website and offers membership.

Shelburne Museum booklet “A Permanently Beautiful Appearance” , Shelburne
Museum Inc. 1992 Discussion of the moving and installation of the acquired muralled
walls of Captain Dudley Haines House from Readfield, ME

Stencils and Videotapes
MB Historic Décor presents a video documentary of 10 New Hampshire houses
depicting 14 rooms of original historic wall murals from the Rufus Porter School of
Mural Painting c. 1824-1830...  $29.95 + $5. ship/handling – see at
www.mbhistoricdecor.com or call 1-888-649-1790

Fruitlands Museum, Harvard, Massachusetts 1-978-456-3924 Clara Obscura mural in
good condition available for viewing May-October.

Original Painted Walls Open to the Public
The Hancock Inn, 33 Main Street.  PO Box 96, Hancock, NH 03449.  Call
1-800-525-1789  for best viewing times as this is an operating Inn.  Has had major
restoration.
Henry Francis duPont  Winterthur Museum , Winterthur, DL 1-800-448-3883. Has
installed foyer walls attributed to William Price, 1831, from the Carroll House, East
Springfield, NY . Call the museum for hours.
Maine State Museum, Augusta, Maine 1-207-287-2301 Entire room original late
Porter School mural set up and on permanent display. Call for museum hours and to
see if the room is on display.
Boston Museum of Fine Arts  Boston, Massachusetts Will have a harbor scene that
was in East Jaffrey Prescott Tavern on display when it opened in 2009 (Previously
Mural was in the upper lobby of Boston Longwharf Marriott). Call for times and date
of opening
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Dr. Moses Mason House, Bethel, Maine. Bethel Historical Society 10-14 Broad Street,
P.O. Box 12  Bethel, Maine  04217-0012  Call 207-824-2908 / 800-824-2910  Front Hall
and up the stairs- wonderful walls in excellent condition.
Old Stonehouse Museum & Historic Village, Brownington, VT
www.oldstonehoudemuseum.org Public Museum that has original Porter walls on
display that were formerly in the Adams Female Academy, Derry NH.
Reed Mansion, Townsend, Massachusetts 1-978-597-2106 or (Townsend Historical
Society, 617-597-5177), Second floor entire room exhibiting pristine example of the
Porter School of Landscape painting.- Call for appointment.
Rufus Porter Museum and Cultural Heritage Center
PO Box 544   Bridgton, ME 04009  207-647-2828   www.rufusportermuseum.org
Shelburne Museum, 802-985-3346 U.S. Route 7 PO Box 10, Shelburne, VT 05482.
Walls from Readfield, Maine believed to be the work of Paine and  Jonathan Poor;
Call museum for hours .  One wall was placed  on exhibit in 1992. Full installation
awaits funding. No date set for completion of project.
Warner House, Portsmouth, NH , 150 Daniel St. Portsmouth, NH 603-431-1066
Murals believed to be oldest colonial wall painting in original house @ 1718 –Predate
Porter by 100+years.( See Early American Homes August, 2000 pp.44-51)
Weeks Memorial Library, North Reading, Massachusetts 978-664-4942 Porter type
mural on display.  Call for times open to the public.
Westwood Public Library, Westwood, Massachusetts 781-326-7562 Library has a
section of Porter mural that was removed from Westwood home on display in the
main lobby. Call for Library hours.
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