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A new Challenge Pledge is making some exciting

projects come to life!!!
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Grammar School.

Summerbegan with abustle of activity.Inearly June we
conducted an archeological survey, funded in part by a
grant from the Vermont Community Foundation, as partof
our commitment to move the 1823 Grammar School back
toitsoriginal location. Justafter the Antique Engine Show,
we began construction of pathways and ramps to improve
handicapped access to historic buildings, with help from
aCultural Facilities Grant from the Vermont Arts Council.
Inearly July we held a very successful Heritage Craft Week.

At the end of July we welcomed 60 children for Time
Travelers Day Camp. Curatorial staff has begun create
bilingual translations for our website, as well as for
exhibit labels, so that we can be truly accessible to both
French and English visitors by next year!

We are therefore thrilled to be able to share news that
all these summer activities have inspired a $16,000
Challenge Pledge in support of our 2015 Annual Fund.
Thanks to support from the Linton Family Foundation, a//
contributions made before September 30" will be applied
to meet this 1:1 match, which means that gifts made now

Digging a test pit at the original site of the Orleans County Screening the dirt from the test pit looking for artifacts

donations will
make a real dif-
ference. Your
tax deductible
contribution not
only ensures that
wecontinuetore-
alize greatexhib-
its and edu-
cational pro-
grams, but also
supportsourabil-
ity to begin the
Grammar School
Projectnextyear.

We thank you
somuch for your
consideration at
this important
time.

are doubly significant.
Contributions of $25
will grow to become
$50; $50 will grow to
become $100; $250 will
grow to become $500,
and so forth. We very
much hope you will be
able to take part.
Please make a giftto
the Old Stone House
Museum atatime when

Packed earthen paths will provide unobtrusive
handicapped access to the Old Stone House and
Barn, and staymat walkways through the lawn give
easy access to buildings.

See more pictures on page 3



Upcoming Events & Workshops

Old Stone House Day — Sunday, August 16, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Museum Open House, Demonstrations of Traditional Skills, Crafts, Farmers Market, Food, Music, Pie Auction. $5 a carload.
Parking on Prospect Hill and beside Twilight House.

Fall Foliage Races — September 13, Sunday morning
2 Marathon Run starts at 8§ a.m., 12 Mile Bike, SK Run and 5K Walk start at 9 a.m. Enjoy early fall foliage on mostly dirt roads
Pre-register on-line at www.oldstonehousemuseum.org ($20 before Aug. 20 or $25 after) or register at race.

Cheese & Apple Tasting — Sunday, September 27, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Taste locally produced cheese, apples, spirits, maple products, condiments, bread and more on the lawn of the Samuel Read Hall
House at peak foliage. Apple Pie Contest, Heirloom Vegetable Exhibit, Apple Pressing, Apple Chomp Contest for Kids, Lunch.
admission, free for under 9 or over 90, or anyone bringing an apple pie or heirloom vegetable.

Presentation: The Mind of Alexander Twilight — Sunday, September 27, 3 p.m.
After the Cheese and Apple Tasting at the Brownington Congregational Church, hear Larry Hundersmark, Pace University Relig
Professor, talk about Twilight’s life and times, and delve into his philosophy.

Candlelight Harvest Dinner — Saturday, October 17, 6 p.m.

Step back into the 19" century for an evening at the elegant, candlelit Samuel Read Hall House for sumptuous meal of local fooc
prepared with historic recipes. Live music, hors d’ouevres, local beer, wine and rhubarb punch, dinner courses served family styl
in the two front parlors with friends you haven’t met. $75 a plate benefits programs at the museum. Limited to 40 people, so
reserve early by calling 754-2022 or register on-line at www.oldstonehousemuseum.org

Blacksmithing
Modern Blacksmithing, Dennis Gibson -Sat., Aug. 15,9 am — 5 pm at Dennis’s shop in West Glover
Bring a project that requires both traditional and modern techniques. Previous experience or beginner course required. Cost $7
or $65 members, plus $10 materials.

Fundamentals of Blacksmithing, Courtney Mead ~

Four half day classes will teach students the fundamentals of blacksmithing, as they make their own tools:

Taste of Blacksmithing Class Aug. 8, Sept. 12, Oct. 10- 9 am-Ipm. . A morning class for beginners, from 9 am. -1 p.m.
Forge a simple hook or fire place or grill tool, as you learn basic blacksmith skills. 15 years old and up, or as young as 12 IF
accompanied by an adult. Cost: $40 for members and $50 for non-members, materials included.

Follow that beginner course or previous introductory class with three half-day classes. Two sessions of fundamentals cour:
will be offered, each costs $50, or $40 for members plus $10 materials:

Tool Making - Sun. August 9,9 am -1 pm, or Sat. Aug. 22,9 am - 1 pm

Forge a round punch and slitting tool out of spring steel, and learn how to use them properly.

Fire Rake - Sat. Aug 22,2 -6 pm or Sat. Sept.5,9 am - 1 pm

Make a fire rake with welded loop handle, and riveted sheet steel rake, using tools from previous class.

Forge a Pair of Tongs Sun. Aug 23,9 am — 1 pm or Sat. Sept.5,2 —6 pm

Forge a pair of flat jaw tongs with forge-welded reins (handles).

Basket Making with Carolyn Starr - Cost $25 or $20 for Members:
Hosier Market Basket — Wed., Aug 12, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Intermediate Level. Material Fee $26
Karen’s Picnic Basket — Sat., Aug 22, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Intermediate Level. Material Fee $39

Seed Saving Basics — Aug 26, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Pam Kennedy No Charge

Herbal Remedies — Wednesday, Sept 23, 6 to 8 p.m., Amy Palaia

Learn to make lip balm, hand salve and cream, and cold fighting syrups and tinctures. Cost $20, or $15 for members, plus $7
material fee.

Rug Braiding — Sat. & Sun.Sept 19 & 20, and Sun., Sept 27, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day, Mary Ragano

By popular demand, a repeat of the Heritage Craft Week course, where students make a 2’ X 3" oval rug. Cost $75, or $65 for
Museum Members, plus $17 supply fee. (Material not included, but wool will be available to buy.)




Archaeology

Johnand Johnny Rodgers builtard packed earthenrampstoreplace the wooden
handicapped ramps leading into the Old Stone House and the adjoining barn.
They seeded and mulched the new ground, and the summer rain has turned it
into a nice lawn.

Archaeologist Andy Beupre usesatransitto positiontest
pits during the dig on June 6 and 7 at the original site of
the Orleans Country Grammar School on Prospect Hill.

Antique Engine Show

ArtBlair, right, and his wife Pat, middle, have been bringing their antique
rope making tools and showing people how to make rope at the Antique
Engine Shows, Collectors'Fairs and School Field Days for many years.
They came to the Antique Engine Show on June 20 and delighted the
crowd once again.

Time Travelers Day Camp

Onthefirstday of Time Travelers
Day Camp at the end of July
campers in the weaving class
skutched flax to break down the
fibers. Campers also practiced
blacksmithing, archaeology, grain
painting, woodworking and basket
making, Theyinvestigated primary
sources,tolearn aboutthe lives of
people who lived in Brownington
between 1850 and 1870 to help
the museum understand whatlife
was like during the period of the
decline of the Orleans County
Grammar School, the Civil War
and move of the building from
Prospect Hill to Brownington
Village. Camp was funded this
year by the Vermont Humanities
Council and the Virginia Wharton
Fund.

2015 Community Business Partners

BENEFACTOR: Northpoint Chrysler Dodge Jeep, the
Chronicle

PATRON: Ace Tree Removal, Community Financial
Services Group LLC,Community National Bank, Parson's
Cornier

SUSTAINER: Cellars atJasper Hill, Century 21 Farm
and Forest, Conley Country Real Estate & Insurance,
Concept 2 Rowing, Craftsbury Outdoor Center, Donald D.
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Dahlin DDS, Jay Peak Area Chamber of Commerce,
Memphremagog Press, NEK Balsam, Passumpsic Sav-
ings Bank, Pat Hunt, Inc., The Snow Job, Spates Con-
struction, Inc., Dave White Builders
CONTRIBUTOR: Blanchard Oil, Derby Village
Store, Desrochers Excavation, Inc., E.M. Brown Hard-
ware, Memphremagog Rentals, WilloughVale Inn, Yan-
kee Farm Credit, Robert Peabody Brown Architect




Donations to the Museum May 1,2014 to April 30, 2015

Friend $10-$99
Neil & Susan Abair
Colleen Abrams
Dr. & Mrs. William Anderson
Ms. Eleanor E. Bailey
Jean BaileyRonald
& Barbee Bellefeuille
Dexter & Pauline Bennett
Wilbert Bernard
John & Virginia Bickford
Carol Birch
Roy S. Black
Russell Blowers
Rocky Boucher
Doris Brass
Anne Brown & David Brown
Gertrude A. Burke
Phyllis E. Burroughs
William Kelly & Maria Calamia
Howard Cantor
& Stephan Cantor
Janet H. Cartee
Community Financial
Services Grp
Rupert & Muriel Chamberlin
Jones Memorial Library Club
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Colburn
Susan Cooley & R. Kim Berten
Michael W.
& Mary Kay Courson
Mary Jo Davis
Linda Del.oach
Barb Delzio
Leonard
& Phyllis Derick
Charles & Sarah Dumas
Herbert & Virginia Dunbar
David Edsall
Steve J. & Pam Emmons
Peter & Corwyn Fagan
Lawrence & Janalene Fournier
Mary French
Wayne & Nancy French
Phyllis L. Gale
Ms. Claudia Gibson Carroll
& Carol Gorham
Anne A. Grady
Ms. Dolores Grieco
Ms. Caroline K. Hagen
Mr. Richard & Cynthia Hall
Dean Hanson
Geoffrey Harris
William & Eleanor Hemmes
Ozzie & Judy Henchel
Jennifer Hopkins
Norman Houle
Edward & Susan Houston
John & Arvilla Houston
Florence M. Howes
Henry & Linda Janiesch
Ken & Beverly Johnson
Ken Kaszubowski
Kate M. Kenny
Leland & Lesley Kinsey
Louise Kinsey
Steve Kipp
Ronald & Janet Kolar
Edyth & Jozef Krzysko
Gary & Jocelyn Laber
Michael Ladd

Lisa LaFont
Ann Lawless
Anna M. Leland
Elizabeth Leroy
Russell E. & Diane Lindermann
John Lovejoy
Thomas & Anne Lyons
J. Scott & Donna C. Manley
Jonathan & Sally Margolis
Alyssa May
Irene T. McDermut
Jay & Camilla Mead
Michael & Julia Meagher
Duane & Carol Merrill
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morse
Elizabeth Norsworthy
Mr. Lyndol Palin
Paul Pape
Ms. Joanne Pariseau
Jane G.W. Parker
Sue Penharlow
Evan & Linda Perron
Richard Petit
Roger & Jeannette Poirier
Peter & Diane Poulin
Kenneth & Sherilyn Pyden
Francis & Joan Rathke
William & Diane Reeves
Carol L. Robb
[rene Salerno
Jonathan Schechtman

& Deborah Doyle Schechtman
Victoria Singer
Ms. Lucille Smith
Priscilla Sodums
Russell & Janet Spring
Durward & Lorraine Starr
John Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Straton
Roy Swenson & Gail Swenson
Robin Tenny
Florence K. Thompson
Gary & Jean Ulman
Richard W. Ward
Joanne Washburn
William & Sylvia Webster
Robert & Jane Williams
Stanley & Elenor Willis
Ruth & Bill Witherspoon
Roland & Carol Woodard
Holly Wyllie
Jeannine Young

Supporter $100-$249
Joan F. Alexander
William & Patricia Alley
Warren & Lois Austin
Tyler & Marie Bean
Kees & Margaret Bol
John Bradley
H. Jeffrey & Margaret Bray
Paul Brouha & Carol Brouha
Jim Burton

& Paula Bailly-Burton
Reed & Debora Cherington
Robert B. Chimileski
Roy Clark
Jean A. Condon
Conrad & Constance Daigle
Mark & Patricia Deck

Timothy & Jan Delaney
Marc Devito
Susan Poisson Dollar
Thomas Durkin

& Janis Roberts
Mary S. Eddy
Steve J. Emmons

& Pam Emmons
Alan B. Feltmarch
Andrew Freeman
Tim Hamilton

& Katherine French
Fidelity Charitable

Gift Foundation
Jeannette Gianotti
Dean S. Guinn
Mark Hastings
Nancy Hill
Donald & Andrea Hunt
Green Mountain Inc.
Frank & Alicia Knoll
Gregory & Elizabeth Liacos
Rotary Club of Newport
Emily Maclure
Gerard & Judy Martel
Beverly May
Beth McCabe

& Dean Bornstein
Bruce & Pamela Moffat
John & Janet Monette
John & Jodi Morley
Gwen Perry
Bruce Seddon
Richard & Deborah Simpson
Walter & Suzanne Smith
Doug Spates
Lyle & Carolyn Starr
David & Jenny S. Stoner
Lou Thiem
Peter & Agnes Vinton
Thomas & Darlene Wirth
Allen Yale

Patron $250-$499

Linda Aiken

James Alexander

Don & Katie Anderson
Peter Crosby

Judy Geer

Doug & Sara McKenny
Sandra McKenny

Bruce & Pamela Moffat
Jim Murphy & Janet Murphy
Hope Seddon

Mr. Grant Spates

Daniel & Kelly Taylor
Charles & Letitia Ufford
Roland & Nancy Wentworth
Allen Yale

Sponsor $500-$999
Paul & Sybil Moffat
Lawrence Schwanke
Katherine French

Benefactor $1000+
John & Rachel Eby

Joan Fuller

Sidney & Joan Huguenin
John Washburn 111

Just Give
Split Rock
Charitable Foundation
Vermont Community
Foundation

2014 Corporate Sponsors
Community Financial
Services Group
Community National Bank
Memphremagog Press
American Legion Post 76
Austin’s Drug Store
Cellars at Jasper Hill
Century 21 Farm and Fores
Realty
E.M. Brown and Sons Corp
Concept 2
Conley Country
Derby Village Store
Jay Peak Area
Chamber of Commerce
Lake Salem Inn
Memphremagog Rentals
Rotary Club of Newport

2014 Gala Auction

Sponsors

Platinum:

Community Financial
Services Group

Gold:

Eden Ice Cider

Paul & Sybil Moffat

Passumpsic Savings Bank

The Eastside

Silver:

Curtis Britch Funeral Home

Dr. Donald Dahlin

Poulos Insurance

Taylor-Moore Agency

Gala Auction In-Kind
Donors
Al’s Snowmobiles
Barton Golf Club
Ben Barnes
Kent & Jeannette Birch
Blanchard Oil Co.
Bread & Puppet Press
Art Brooks & Anne Brooks
Brown Dog Bistro
Burke Mountain
Carolyn Buttolph
Howard Cantor

& Stephan Cantor
Cellars at Jasper Hill
Champlain Valley Equipmer
Clyde River Recreation
Jesse Coe
Community National Bank
Derby Historical Society
Derby Village Store
Drivers Outdoor

Power Equipment
Ethan Allen, Inc.-Orleans D
F & M Repair
Tina Ghantous
Garden Patch Farm Stand
Green Mountain Mulch




Harvest Equipment
Bruce Henson
Sidney & Joan Huguenin
Donald & Harriet King
George & Mary Ellen Linton
J.B. Colton Company, Inc.
Jed’s Maple
Key Auto Sales
Kinney Drugs
Labour of Love
Landscaping & Nursery
Lake Salem Inn B & B
Lago Trattoria
Sandra McKenny
Courtney D. Mead
Thomas & Christine Mosely
Wyatt Moseley
Nature By Design
Needleman’s Bridal & Formal
NEK Info
Newport Daily Express
Newport Farm & Garden
Newport Natural Foods
Northeast Farm Service
Northland Journal
Orleans Country Club
Parker Pie Wings
Neal Perry
Pick & Shovel, Inc.
Stephen K. Plume 111
Poulin Lumber
QNEK
Red Sky Trading
Marte Rhodes
Jim Richardson
Rivers Edge Farm Stand
David & Linda Sargent
Brent Shafer
& Barbara Smith-Shafer
Richard & Deborah Simpson
Shaw’s
Jon Somes
Mr. Doug Spates &
Vivian Spates
Lyle & Carolyn Starr
Studio for Life
E. Howland Swift I1
Linda Tassie
Taylor Rental/Farmyard Store
James Teucher
Tractor Supply Co.
The Front Desk
The Memphremagog Press, Inc.
The Snow Job, Inc.
The Wayside Inn
Neil Urie
Walt’s Sales & Service
Wendy’s
Willoughby Lake Golf
Robert & Jane Williams
Zulu Nyala Game Reserve

Fall Foliage Run/Bike Race

Sponsors
Blanchard Oil

Columbia Forest Products
Craftsbury Outdoor Center
E.M.Brown & Son

East Burke Sports

Evansville Trading Post
Juddy’s Portable Toilets
Kingdom Trails

Lakefront & Country Rentals

Louis Garneau
Little Gnesta
North Country

Federal Credit Union
Craftsbury General Store
Parker Pie
Poulin Lumber
Radiant Floor
Total Security
Village Bike Shop
Village Sport Shop

Collector’s Fair Donors
Parkview Garage

Cemetery Project Donors
Brownington Cemetery
Commission

Donations In Memory of
Reverend Herbert Perry

Arthur & Linda Aiken
William & Kathleen Beadle
Robert & Claire Beckler
John & Jean Bradley
David & Anne Brown
Jeannie M. Clermont
William E. Cummings
Robert & Mary Drew
Ben & Marcia Mastin
Francis & Joan Rathke
Thomas Durkin

& Janis Roberts
Anne Seadale
Walter & Susan Smith
Michael & Diane Stahler
Three White Birches Corp.
Paul Moffat
Anne M. August
Lucille Brink
Susan Ferguson
Ann V. Hiltz
Gerald K. Hornung
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Willetts
Edith Herrick
Charles Barrows
Daniel Herrick
Clifton von Kann
Helen A. Gordon
Frank Tenny
Alyssa B. May
Edward S. Alexander
James Alexander
Carolyn Washburn
Jane Parker
John M. Washburn 111
Judge & Mrs. Henry F. Black
Roy S. Black

Matching Gifts
Aetna Foundation

Volunteers

Joan Alexander

Sue Barnett

Patricia & John Cooper
Brad Drake

John & Rachel Eby
Dr. Alan Feltmarch
Nan & Wayne French
Dennis Gibson

Davis Gorham

Jane Greenwood
Stella Halpern

Anne Holdridge
Joan Huguenin
Thurmond Knight
Janet Luce

[rene McDurmut
Sandy McKenny
Sara McKenny
Courtney Mead
Wyatt Mosely
Dave & Lindy Sargent
Elaine Shurman
Carolyn Starr
Ted Von Shoppe
Alan Yale

Preservation Trust of
Vermont
State of Vermont Division of
Historic Preservation
Vermont Community
Foundation
Vermont Department of
Forests, Parks, & Recreation
Vermont Council of the Arts
Vermont Humanities Council

Back Roads Reading
Donations

Joan Aleshire
Sue Alward
Christina Askounis
Robin Ballenger
Peter Blodgett
Lynn Bonfield & Karen Lewis
Judith Chalmer
Daniel & Mary Jo Davis
Mary Jo Davis
Caroline DeMaio &
Sal DeMaio
Chard deNiord
Gregory D Janikian
Lois Eby & David Budbill
Amy Ehrlich
Sandra &Toby Fairbank
Victor Rodwin &
Nadell Fishman
Connell Gallagher &
Nancy Gallagher
Wayne Gersen & Gail Kuhl
Grace Gershuny & Pete Blose
Jody Gladding
Helen A. Gordon
Lyn & Ron Graham
Whitney Stewart Gravel
Paul O. Gruhler & Jane Marlin
Christine Hadsel
Pamela Harrison
Fritz Henry & Peggy Henry
Geoff Hewitt
Libby Hillhouse
David Huddle
Kristine Ingram
Jerry Johnson
Bob Joly & Jane Woodhouse
Leland & Lesley Kinsey
Neal Kozodoy
Ann Lawless
Sydney Lea & Robin Barone
Reeve Lindbergh &Nat Tripp
Josette Lyders
Jane Marlin
John Miller
Howard & Phillis Mosher

Patty Mucha

Carol Ottinger

Ron Padgett

Dian Parker

Pamela Parker

David H. Partington

John & Melinda Patterson
Peter Peltz & Cacky Peltz
Patricia Peterson
Margaret M. Ramsdell
Jim Schley

Wendy Schwartz

Claire Van Vliet

Curtis von Kann

Lisa von Kann

Linda Burton White

Carol Wicks

Merce Wilczek

History Day 2015 Sponsors
Gold Sponsors
Columbia Forest Products
Community National Bank
North Country
Federal Credit Union
Passumpsic Bank
Silver Sponsors
Glover Historical Society
Ladies Aid Society of
Westmore
Bronze Sponsors
Vista
Wendy's

History Day Volunteer

Judges
Christopher Raymond

Bill Pearce

Sue Barnett
Barbara Thompson
Kathy Converse
Beana Schrribman
Ned Lovejoy
Judy Jackson
Susan-Lynn Johns
Glen Harter

Art LaPlante
Peter Limon

Dr. George Linton
Nate Gordon
Leanne Gibson
Dr. Mike Mosely
Sylvia Dodge
David & Lindy Sargent
Marsha Middleton
Doug Safford
Joanie Alexander
Jackie Boyd

Jack Sumberg
Ted von Shoppe
Sue Dwelle
Sharon Card

Steve Card

Allen Yale

Pat Davis

Marilyn Daniels
Jennifer McKenzie
Liz Nelson

Fred LaTour
Richard Lafoe
Courtney Mead
Barbara Shepard




The Orleans County Grammar School comes home

The Society has embarked upon a great and challenging
project—Moving the Orleans County Grammar School Home.
On Town Meeting Day, Brownington voters unanimously
agreed to give the building to the museum , which plans tomove
it back to the base of
Prospect Hill and restore
it, for future use for mu-
seum exhibits and
events, and continued
use by the town, church
and grange.

The Orleans County
Grammar School, the
firstsecondary schoolin
the county, was built
along the Hinman Settler
Roadin Brownington at
the base of Prospect Hill
in 1823. It was anatural
choice for location.
Brownington sits in the
middle of the county,
and in 1791 Timothy
Hinmanbegan building
the first road, from Greensboro to Derby, which passed through
Brownington, and later became part of the stage coach route
between Boston and Montreal. So, 25 years after the first
settlers arrived, students could continue their educations beyond
the local one-room schools at the county grammar school.

William Baxter,alawyer wholived in Brownington, putup
the money and arranged to build the school, with the agreement
that church services would be held on the second floor, which
they were until the Brownington Congregational Church was
built in 1841. There is oddly no mention in the early town
meeting records, meticulously transcribed by Joan Huguenin.
of the building of the actual school,, but there is specific detail
about the leveling of the land around the school, and the
construction of a wood shed measuring 14 X 18 feet, within
which were to be built two “necessaries, with stone well
placed in vaults.”

When the grass is short, you can see a rare flat spot in the
downhill slope of Prospect Hill. The site is straight in from the
road where it hits its high point just north of the Hall House
driveway. There is a depression, lined up with the church as
shown in the 1859 Wallings Map, which measures the same
dimensions as the building we now know as the Brownington
Grange Hall.In 1869 the building was moved a third of amile
down the road. The 1879 Beers Atlas shows the Grammar
School just to the south of the Addison Store. The store’s old
foundation is between the current Grange Hall and Florence
Thompson’s house.

The old bell tower was taken down before the move. The

building was moved straightin on the opposite side of the road,
so that the side that was facing the road is now in the back. The
two-hole outhouse was then built on the back. and the long
porch on the front.

Why did they move
the building? Possibly it
was because the center of
activity hadmoved down
towards the village. The
old Grammar School ac-
count book leaves off at
1865, and resumes in
1870, so perhaps the
school was closed down
for a time.

The Orleans County
Grammar School’s stu-
dent population and tax
revenue had declined with
the opening of town acad-
emies in Craftsbury,
Derby, Barton, and
Glover. Alexander Twi-
lighthad astrokein 1856
and diedin 1857. The Old Stone Dormitory closed down, and
Mercy Twilight started aboarding house and tavern there. The
Civil War enlisted a large number of Brownington boys and
men, many of whom did not come home, or returned wounded.
The West was opening up for settlement, calling a depressed
population towards new opportunity.
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Old friends

The Orleans County Historical Society has lost a lot of old
friends this year. Attherisk of leaving outsomany of the special
people, whose lives have enriched their families and communi-
ties and given this area its special character, we must mention
afew people who over the years have made a great difference
in the Old Stone House Museum.

Reverend Herbert Perry died in November. He had volun-
teered at the Old Stone House Museum as a tour guide and
researcher since he became acquainted with the neighborhood
while serving as an interim pastor at the Brownington Congre-
gational Church, where Alexander Twilight and Samuel Read
Hall preached. Herb was ascholar of early Americanreligious
movements, and read all of Twilight’s sermons, gaining an
insight into the man who built the Old Stone House and led the
school from 1829 until his deathin 1857. Herb created an index
of Twilight’s Sermons by topic and by bible verse, which is
included with the collection of sermons accessible onour website.

Paul Moffat, who died at the end of March, had served on
the board of trustees for many years. He was an engineer for
Texas Instruments from the early days of the company, and had
acampon Willoughby Lake forover40 years. He builtasmall
blacksmith shop behind his camp,and gave classes for Heritage
Craft Week there, and also came to the museum to demonstrate
in front of the Lawrence Barn forevents. It was his vision, labor
and funding that built the teaching blacksmith shop at the
museum, which will forever be called the Moffat Forge.

Paul also got the grant and supervised the installation of the
dry fire hydrant that draws water from the pond behind the
Lawrence Barn, which has already saved one home in
Brownington. If any of our buildings catch fire, it will provide
quick access to unlimited water.

Paul’s many years at Texas Instruments had earned him
stock options that had appreciated. Ratherthan pay the federal
government capital gains tax, he transferred stock to the
museum, which sold it to help with the purchase of the Samuel
Read Hall House.

Travis Hall was the auctioneer for the Live Auction atthe
Gala on July 16. Come to Old Stone House Day on
August 16 to hear him auction off donated pies under the
band tent around 12:30 p.m. after the Annual Meeting.
He's really good.

Edith Herrick died in April. She and her family bought the
Samuel Read hall House inthe 1960’s fora summerhome. She
continued to spend summers there until 2004, and the family
sold the house to the museum in 2005. An avid historian and
antique house lover, she restored the house the way she believed
itwasoriginally builtin 1831. Ourrestoration in 2009 was mostly
structural. We left the same paint colors and room designs that
she had chosen after much research.

Of lasting impact, Edie led the effort to have the Brownington
Historic Districtlisted in the National Register of Historic Places.

Mostrecently in June, we lost Charles Parker Barrows, who
was involved with the society for most of his life,and served on
the board of directors formany years. Charlie’s ancestor Judge
Isaac Parker of Coventry was the headmaster of the Orleans
County Grammar School the year before Alexander Twilight
arrived. Charlie donated many unique artifacts to the museum,
including the zinc lined bathtub on the third floor, the deep pink
antique brocade couch we use in the Hall House, and innumer-
able books and documents from his family archives and the
Barrows Store in Barton.

Onapersonal note, Charlie gave my husband Dennis and me
our first mortgage, when he was the manager of the Howard
Bank in Barton, back when bankers judged people by their
character, and not what some far away accountant determines
from financial figures compared to national averages. He and
his wife Lois came to our wedding and met our parents. He
recommended to the board that they promote me from educa-
tion coordinator to director in the fall of 2006, and he agreed to
be president if [ would be the director.

SinceImovedtotheareain 1974, the biggestchange that [ have
seen is the loss of the old ones, who have made this such a special
place. Somehow, the nature of this area breeds, nurtures, and
attracts unique characters. Maybe it is the landscape, the climate,
the economy or lack of it, but I think it is also the history, and
the appreciation of those who have come before.

- Peggy Day Gibson

ceum

Our three summer interns
assisted us at the auction,
showing off the antique oak
table desk donated by Tom
and Christine Moseley. On
the left is Sabeth Morris, our
Americorp Volunteer tour
guide. In the middle is her
sister Alani Morris, who has
== been working in our gardens

& and orchard. On the right is
b Julia Keith, a French teacher
from the Boston area who is
translating our brochure and
" signageinto French. Theyare
.. allapleasuretohavearound.




Old Stone House Day Sunday, August 16

This year Old Stone House Day will be held on Bennington
Battle Day, August 16. On Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. it's
ourbiggesteventof the year, and has its roots in the first Orleans
County Historical Society’s Annual Meeting and Picnicin 1915.

This year we are returning the society 's annual meeting to Old
Stone House Day. From noon to 1 we will close down the
museum and letour volunteers get their lunch and sitdown with
other museum members for the annual meeting, where we will
go over the past year’s activities and finances and elect new
board members.

While we have everybody’s attention, and before the band
Friends and Drifters starts to play again, we will auction off
delicious pies made by our baking friends. We welcome
donations of pies,and invite pie lovers to put theirmoney where
their mouths are and bid big money for those pies, which will go
toward museum programs.

From I to 3 p.m.the museum will open again for self- guided
tours, hosted by a second set of volunteers, and the band will
strike up the music again. All day there will be demonstrations
of traditional skills, with spinners,rug hookers, rug braiders and
quilters gathered beside the education building and blacksmiths
working at the Moffat Forge. The costume box and old
fashioned pastimes, including stilts and hoops, will be out for the
childrento play with. There will be a Farmers Market and Craft
Vendors. Members of local town historical societies will have
displays of their projects and collections.

In Brownington Village, on your way in or out, stop at the
Brownington Grange Hall, formerly the Orleans County Gram-
mar School, and take a look inside. The Orleans County
Historical Society plans to move the 1823 building back to its
original site at the base of Prospect Hill. The Brownington
Congregational Church will be having atag sale downstairs on
Old Stone House Day.

Upstairs in the Brownington Grange Hall, visitors can view
the painted curtain created in the early 1900’s with a scene of
Willoughby Lake and advertisements for local businesses. On
the museum lawn, Chris Hadsel, who located and restored these
beautiful painted curtains intown halls, theaters and granges all
over northern New England will be selling and signing her
lavishly illustrated book, “Suspended Worlds,” whichis fresh
off the press.

As in past years, the Brownington Ladies Aid will be serving
lunch on the main lawn of the museum, toraise money tomaintain
the historic churchuptheroad,where both Alexander Twilightand
Samuel Read Hall preached. There will be kettle coffee, heated

in a huge cast iron kettle over an open fire like they served in the

early days of the Annual Picnic, and fresh corn on the cob.

And there will be much more. Pick up a schedule of events
as you walk out of the parking areas. Admission to Old Stone
House Day is $5 per carload, with parking at the base of Prospect
Hill and also beside the Twilight House. The handicapped drop-
off is just in front of the Old Stone House.

This year’s theme is “Orleans County ,aMoving Experience.”
We are collecting stories and photos of buildings all over the
county that have been moved. Before there were power lines
and permits, and when there were fewer trees, people used to
move buildings alot. Buildings were often movedin the winter,
slid on runners over frozen roads, and in the warmer months
they wererolled on logs, pulled by oxen orhorses. In preparation
for moving the Orleans County Grammar School back to
Prospect Hill, we’d like to learn how and why people moved
buildings all around the county. Y ou can e-mail scans of photos
todirector@oldstonehousemuseum.org before Old Stone House
Day, or bring your photos that day and we will make copies.

Wish List

Photos and stories about the 1869 move of the Orleans
County Grammar School,!!!!

Photos and stories about moving buildings in other towns.
Bring them to Old Stone House Day August 16 if you can,and
we will exhibitthem. Orjust come tell us about the buildings you

know of that were moved in your town.
Memories of events held in the Brownington Grange Hall
over the years.
Croquet set, horseshoes., badminton & volleyball net and
equipment for Hall House lawn recreation
Road worthy dump wagon
Red Sox and/or Yankee tickets for next year’s Gala Auction
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